exports have clocked in
at over $2 billion in the
2007-2008 period.

Hush a bye

Modern mothers
consider the benefits ol
humming a folk tune 1o
get their babies 10 sleep.

P25

VN-Index HASTC-Index |

347.05 114.88

Market moves P18

HA NOI — Heavy rains
and floods have killed 4%
people in northern and cen-
tral Viét Nam since last Fri-
day, reported the National
Steering Committee for
Storm and Flood Control.

Authorities reported 18
deaths in Ha Noi, which has
been hit by the worst flood-
ing in more than two decades.
Among the dead were three
children on the way to school.

Residents living along
the Hong (Red), Nhu¢ and
Ciu rivers in Ha NGi have
heen warned that they are
in danger as water levels
continue 1o rise.

The remaining deaths in-
clude 17 people in central
Ha Tinh Province and three
in northern Biic Giang Prov-
ince. The northern prov-
inces of Hoa Binh, Thdi
Nguyén and Vinh Phic and
the central province of
Nghé An each reported two
deaths, while northern Phu
Tho and Ninh Binh prov-
inces and central..

CONTINUED PAGE 2

Heavy rains have left part of Lang-Hoa Lac Highway submerged in one metre of water. — VNA//NS Photo Huy Hung



Floods kill 49....

Fraow pace 1

Ludng Binh Provinee reported one
death cuch,

Foods iriggered by tomentinl rains
e alsosubimerged coops and roads
and resulied in serious irdTic s,

Rains and doods have daonaged
nearly 55,000 houses and submerged
almost 183,000 of crops and more
than 96000 of agquaculture poneds
in nerihem aond centeal arcis,

I Hi Min abone, rans and Doods
have inundated almost |3 000
houses, destroyved over SO0000 of
crops and threatened 9.000ha of
aquiculture frms, Total damage tor
the capital city were estimated al
VNE illien (USS LTG0 million),

According to Neuyén Vin Thufin,
head of the city s Steering Board for
Storm and Flood Control and Res-
cue, the water levels of rivers inthe
capitul 15 continuing 1o rse, inclod-
ing water levels for the Hong, Nhué
and Cliu rivers,

Thudn said local people living

alongside these rivers were at high
risk of being ooded as pumps were
aperating at full capacity,

About 140000e0,m of dykes and
crbankments across localities have
been damaged while almost TOkm
ol rural roads were destroyed by the
ranin and Noaods,

In northern Hi Nam Provinee,
which mesisured 270mum ol vainlall,
15,0000 of winter erops were sul
merped while seyveral streets in )
Ly City seriously Hooded

Flosoads inmncdatesd more than ©,2500
honses, over 1 LOO00a of erops and
S00ha of aguaculiune ponds in seven
comnumes in the mountainous dis-
trict of Nho Quan in nonhem Ninh
Binh Provinee,

Rescue work

Abameeting held yesterday 1o seek
measures W cope with the (ooding,
the Mational Steering, Commitiee for
Flood and Storm Control urzed au-

thorities of affected localitics 1o,

prompily help evacuate local people

1o sale places s well as provide food
and safe waler o Nood victims,

Hiv Ngi's Chuing M%, ME Linh,
Long Bienand Ung Hod diswicls have
evicuated more than 1,855 house-
Lol 1o salie places,

Hed of the commuittes Cao B
Pheit led a mission o supervise work
to overcome the allermath of the
Hooding i i Noi while other mis-
sions huve been seot (o localities o
support authorities i aking deastic
isures o belp local citizens over
conne e conseguences,

e iowbeipal People s Comnil
e v e Lopy peiority (o diain
age, " sand the commuittes chininmin,
Mpguyln Thi T,

Hit M authorities have decided
1o itinlly earmark VNB200 mil-
lion (51,2500 whelp repairdvke and
embankment systems and provide
i assistance worth VINBD24 million
Tor each hectare of destroyed aguac-
ulture ponds, siaid Thio,

The Ministry of Agriculiure and
Rural Development will provide
farmers in the capital with seeds o
replant HWKOha of damaged cropes,

Phudng Linh in Chu Gidy District,

the nonmal prico

Soldicrs aod health workers have
Breen mobiliscd ot Tocalities w help
strengthen seourity and orders as well
as prevent the outbreak of diseases.

Ha Ngi forecast

According (o the Ha NI water
drainage company, walers in riv-
ers and lakes in the city are ot high
levels as the whole civy depends
on the Yén S& pumping station,
which has acapacity of 45cu.m per
second. All 1L pumps at the sta-

—  Floods raise food prices in Ha N6i
HA NOI— Haavy rains and flcods have pravented many food suppliers from
delivaring produce ta markets in inner Ha NI, resulting in skyrocketing
prices far many types of foods, particularly vegetables,

Prices lor pork increased by VNEZ0,000 to 30,000 ($1.2 10 1.8) par kp at
a markat in Hai Ba Trung District while prices for a bundle of water merming
glory rose to betwean VNBZS,000 10 30,000 from VINES,000 (30,3). |

Although prices for meat and vagetables were by 500 to 600 per centat |
many markels in Ha N supplies could not maet the deamand,

1 had no chalce butlo buy two kohlmbis ata price of VNE15,000, triple the
normal price, as many markets must close due to the lloods,” said Nguyin

“Many cuslomers had logo back home in the rain without being able to
Buy anything." Due to blackouts caused by the heavy rains, soma retailers |
hova sold petiol al a price of VNB20,000 1o 30,000 per lilre, naarly double |

tion are operating at full capacity,

By late Saturday, the wiater level
Al some canals rose 1o 3.6m.

It is estimated the Ooods and high
waler levels will have completely re-
ceded in Hi N0 during the next four
1o five days, due 1o the high volume
ol rains, said Nguyén Anh T, an of{i-
cial From the dryinage company,

The National Centre Tor Hydro-
Meteorological Forecasting [orecast
miore mins foenonbem and central proy-
inces dunng the next lewdays— YINS
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